[Congenital heart defects of the septa, endocardial cushions and the conotruncus].
During embryological development the heart develops from a simple tube into a complex fully developed heart with four chambers. Hence all congenital heart defects develop before the ninth week of gestation. Currently a steadily increasing number of genetic mutations have been found to be responsible for congenital heart defects. Nevertheless, up to now it has been impossible to diagnose a heart defect just on the basis of molecular pathology. Despite the current excellent prenatal and postnatal ultrasound diagnostics, the post-mortem examination is still the gold standard for the diagnosis of complex heart malformations. However, this requires knowledge of the pathomorphology of the heart malformation in question. Therefore, characteristic and distinguishing features of septal defects including atrioventricular septal defects are presented, especially as the latter are part of complex heart defects, such as conotruncal heart malformations.